JOHN    EVELYN
the managing of their waters and other elegancies of
that nature,"
Under the date March 22ml, 1652, hit shows what
interest he and his brother took in the development
of the garden.
"I went with my brother Evelyn to Wotton, to
give him what directions I was able about his
garden, which he was now desirous to put into some
form; but for which ho was to remove u mountain
overgrown with huge trees and thicket* with a moat
within ten yards of the house. This my brother
immediately attempted,, and that without great cost,
for more than a hundred yards south, by digging
down the mountain, and hinging it into a rapid
stream; it not only carried away the sand, etc., but
filled up the moat, and levelled that noble area,
where now the garden and fountain is. The first
occasion of my brother making this alteration was my
building the little retiring-place between the great
wood eastward next the meadow, where, some time
after my father's death, 1 made a triangular pond,
or little stew, with an artificial rock,, after my coming
out of Flanders/*
In a letter written to Aubrey, the historian of the
county of Surrey, February 8th, 1675-63 he gives many
particulars about Wotton and the surrounding
district, including a word about the woods:
'That which 1 would observe to you from the
wood is that where goodly oaks grew and were cut
down by my grandfather almost a hundred years
since are now altogether beech; and where my
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